WINTER
ACTIVITIES
MONT BLANC, LA THUILE, ITALY

WELCOME
We are located in the

Mont Blanc area of
Italy in the rustic village
of La Thuile (Valle D’Aosta)
at an altitude of 1450 m

Surrounded by majestic peaks and
untouched nature, the region is
easily accessible from

Geneva,

Turin and Milan and has plenty
to offer visitors, whether winter
sports activities, enjoying nature,
historical sites, or simply shopping.

SPORTS &
OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES

CLASSICAL DOWNHILL SKIING / SNOWBOARDING
OFF PISTE SKIING / HELISKIING
SNOWKITE
CROSS COUNTRY SKIING / SNOW SHOEING
WINTER WALKS
DOG SLEIGHS

LA THUILE. ITALY

ALTERNATIVE SKIING LOCATIONS

Classical
Downhill Skiing
Snowboarding
Little known as a ski destination until hosting the 2016 Women’s World Ski

Ski School

Championship, La Thuile has 160 km of fantastic ski infrastructure which

More information on classes

is internationally connected to La Rosiere in France.

and private lessons to children
and adults:
http://www.scuolascilathuile.it/

Ski in
LA THUILE
74 pistes: 13 black, 32 red, 29 blue.
Longest run: 11 km.
Altitude range 2641 m – 1441 m
Accessible with 1 ski pass through
a single Gondola, 300 meters from
Montana Lodge.

Off Piste Skiing &
Snowboarding
Heli-skiing
La Thuile offers a wide variety of off piste runs for those looking for a bit more
adventure and solitude with nature. Some of the slopes like the famous “Defy
27” (reaching 72% gradient) are reachable from the Gondola/Chairlifts, while
many more spectacular ones including Combe Varin (2620 m) , Pont Serrand
(1609 m) or the more challenging trek from La Joux (1494 m) to Mt. Valaisan
(2892 m) are reached by hiking (ski mountineering). Other excellent off-piste
locations can be accessed by Helicopter.

HELISKI DESCENTS
in LA THUILE
Rutor 3486 mt
Level: from beginner to expert
Exposure: North - South - East West

Becca bianca 3261 mt.
Level: average skier
Exposure: North

Mont freduaz 2835 mt.
Level: good skier
Exposure: East and North

Mont ouille 3099 mt.
Level: good skier
Exposure: South and West

Mont miravidi 3065 mt.
Level: good/excellent skier
Exposure: North and East

Punta lechaud 3127 mt
Level: good skier
Exposure: North and East

Snowkite
On the Little St Bernard Pass at 2,188 m in a windy location, on the border
of Italy and France, an extensive snow kiting area has been set up which
is easily reachable by Chairlift. The area is endowed with a beautiful view
of the Mont Blanc range and where snow kiters will be free to experiment
their acrobatics. There is a nearby snow kiting school for those looking to
learn or improve.

Whether on your own or with
a mountain guide, through
snowshoe trails, you can reach

Cross country
skiing & Snow
Shoeing

some incredibly beautiful
panoramic points such as Maison
Blanche (1.636 m) or La Cretaz
(1.737 m). The Little St Bernard
pass and the Colle San Carlo area
also reachable with snowshoes.
There are other routes with special
religious significance, leading
to places of worship, as well as
ancient mine routes which take
visitors to the entrance of various
drifts and to the mine village.

Within walking distance from Montana Lodge, guests can easily access a series of

More information

cross country ski trails of varying length and difficulty. These include a long loop

For cross-country ski and snow

of several kilometers, an easy medium length circuit as well as a shorter one.

shoeing trails:

Another spectacular itinerary is in the Arpy area below Colle San Carlo, about 10

www.lathuile.it

minutes drive from Montana Lodge. Snowshoes is another activity that allows
guests to easily and pleasantly reconnecting with nature. There are extensive
trails through woods or up on either side of La Thuile valley.

Winter walks
La Thuile offers a variety of winter walking paths “winterwanderwegen“
which are regularly prepared and marked. This allows visitors to
comfortably walk without sinking in the snow. There are three paths, called
respectively “Maison Blanche”, ”Area Pic-nic” and “La Crétaz”. There is also
another path at Arpy which is a 10 minute drive from La Thuile through the
San Carlo Pass.

Dog Sleigh
Dog sled tours with guides are available in a few localities, including Colle
San Carlo, under the majestic views of Mont Blanc, just a few minutes
drive from La Thuile. The activity is involves Husky dogs and is an ideal
way for families to pass a few hours. Dog sleigh is also available as an
incentive corporate activity.

Alternative
SKIING locations

Courmayeur

Pila

Chamonix

Located 15 minutes from Montana Lodge,

Located 35 minutes from Montana Lodge, Pila

Located 35 minutes from Montana Lodge,

Courmayeur has 40 km + and 31 slopes.

has 70 km + and 37 slopes. Highest altitude

Chamonix is a world famous skiing location

Highest altitude 2755 m.

2700 m.

with 175 km of slopes. Highest altitude 3274m.

http://www.courmayeur-montblanc.com

https://pila.it/

https://www.chamonix.com

SIGHTSEEING
& WELLNESS
ACTIVITIES
LA THUILE. ITALY

SKYWAY
SIGHTSEEING BY HELICOPTER
TOWN AND CITIES
CASTLES OF VALLE DʼAOSTA
THERMAL BATHS PRE SAINT DIDIER

It is possible also to travel to
Chamonix (France) from Punta

SkyWay

Helbronner, by taking a small
cable car to Agile de Midi (France)
at 3800 m and then a larger
Cable Car down to the town of
Chamonix itself.

Skyway is an engineering marvel, a 360” rotating cable car that connects the

More information

town of Courmayeur (1220 m), located 15 minutes drive from Montana Lodge,

more information and tickets:

to Punta Helbronner, 3500 meters up on Mont Blanc. Punta Helbronner is

www.montebianco.com/en/

reached from the base in 10 minutes with an optional stop in Pavilion du Mont
Frety where Courmayeur and the Val Ferret will be visible on a clear day. From
Punta Helbronner, visitors would get a spectacularly full view of the Mont Blanc
massif and the “Giant’s tooth” Peak.

Sightseeing
by Helicopter
The same helicopter companies that offer Heliskiing also organize
sightseeing trips of the magnificent mountains in and around La Thuile,
including Mont Blanc, Mont Ruitor, Mount Cervina, Mount Ruitor and
Monte Rosa.

Town and Cities

Courmayeur

Chamonix

Aosta

Courmayeur is the closest largest town to

Chamonix is a town in France which is often

Aosta is the capital of the Valle d’Aosta region

Montana Lodge and is a fashionable location

called the world capital of mountaineering.

and is a relaxed easy going city with a Roman

for Italian and foreign visitors alike. Walking

It has developed into a world renowned ski

past, visible with the Arch of Augustus and the

down the main commercial Via Roma in central

location covering 5 ski resorts. For a bit of hustle

Praetorian Gate, once the city’s main entrance.

Courmayeur is an ideal location to people watch,

and bustle, great shopping and “ambience”,

The city also features a Piedmont style piazza,

drop into one of the many trendy bars for an

Chamonix is an exciting place to visit. Chamonix

and medieval marvels which include the

aperitivo or shop till you drop. Courmayeur

is 35km from Montana Lodge through the Mont

Sant’Orso complex with a Romanesque cloister

is 16 km from Montana Lodge.

Blanc tunnel, on the way to Geneva.

and the Cathedral. Aosta is located about 40 km
from Montana Lodge.

Castles of
Valle D’Aosta

The first Castles date back from
the beginning of the XI century;
often Castles were built on
previous fortified settlements
which typically consisted of a
square tower surrounded by walls.

In the middle ages, the Aosta Valley was a compulsory passage towards

More information

Alpine passes and toll collections were an important source of power

Castles of Valle D’Aosta:

and income. Since the Aosta Valley was not directly controlled by any

www.aosta-valley.co.uk/discover/

authority, it was easy for local nobles to take the land and extend their

history-and-culture/castles/

domains. The large number of natural Castles, towers and fortified
houses were the natural consequence of this situation and many rose
on inaccessible elevations to dominate the valleys from above.

BARD FORTRESS

FÉNIS CASTLE

A defence garrison first built in the 6th century, the Bard

The first record of the Fénis Castle dates from 1242. The

Fortress is an impressive construct that was often in the

Castle belonged to a preeminent family of the area, the

firing line of invaders passing through the Aosta Valley.

Challants, until 1716 during which it was used as the
seat of the family.

85 km from Montana Lodge
*Selected examples

55 km from Montana Lodge

SARRE CASTLE

USSEL CASTLE

Sarre Castle, built in 1710 on the ruins of a castle first

Built by the Challant family in the 14th century,

constructed in the 13th century, was purchased by the

Ussel Castle represents the last evolutionary phase of

first King of Italy, Victor Emmanuel II and used during his

medieval castles. After passing to the Savoys, the castle

hunting expeditions in the Aosta Valley.

became a prison until it was eventually abandoned.

36 km from Montana Lodge

69 km from Montana Lodge

*Selected examples

Thermal Baths
of Pré-Saint-Didier
The Thermal Baths of Prè Saint Didier are hosted in a classical nineteenth
century building located in a picturesque setting under the gaze of the Mont
Blanc. The thermal water flows from a cave at the foot of the Orrido waterfall,
near the thermal facility and consists of mainly arsenic-ferruginous water, ideal
for treating respiratory and cardiovascular disorders as well as allergies. Prè
Saint Didier, is a small town located approximately 10 km from Montana Lodge
on the way to Courmayeur.

For any reservations or Information, contact the Front Office:
frontoffice.manager@montanalodge.it

MONT BLANC, LA THUILE, ITALY

